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Dear Friends of Opera Columbus

Patty Morrison
President

Top: Lully’s Armide performed with BalletMet 2 and Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra, September 2015
Left: Cooper/Bing Vocal Competition, May 2016

Middle: Verdi’s La Traviata performed with The Ohio State University School of Music and the Columbus Symphony Orchestra, June 2016
Right: Puccini’s La Bohème performed with the Columbus Symphony, March 2016

Thank you for the incredible 2015–2016 season. Your continued support allowed us to produce 
incredible productions like Armide, sell out three shows of La Bohème and feature CSO Music 
Director Rossen Milanov’s Opera Columbus debut in La Traviata. Our education and community 
outreach programs also had a fantastic season, reaching more than 12,000 students through 
Opera Goes to School and building opera audiences through Opera on the Edge. We are pleased 
to share our 2015–2016 Annual report with you, and hope you see how important you are to 
our success.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the staff of Opera Columbus, we thank you for your 
support. We look forward to seeing you at the Opera this season!

Peggy Kriha Dye
Artistic Director

Sincerely,

Patty Morrison
President

Peggy Kriha Dye
Artistic Director

Table of Contents

Our 2015-2016 Season ........................................................ 05

Artistic Excellence & Emerging Artists .......................06–07

Collaborations  ..............................................................08–09

Education & Community Programming ......................10–11

Financial Report ............................................................12–13

Opera Board of Trustees ..................................................... 14

Institutional Supporters ..................................................... 15

Annual Fund Contributors ............................................. 16-17

Future of Opera Columbus ................................................. 18

Opera Columbus Staff ......................................................... 19

Our Mission .......................................................................... 04



Opera Columbus Mission Statement

Opera  Co lumbus

ArmideLully’s 

La Bohème
Puccini’s 

                         2015–2016 Season

Verdi’s

La Traviata

performed with BalletMet 2 and Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra in
September 2015

performed with the Columbus Symphony in March 2016

performed with The Ohio State University School of Music and
the Columbus Symphony Orchestra in June 2016

featured abridged performances of La Traviata in
October and November 2015

Opera Goes To School
featured The Pirates of Penzance, Cinderella and Improv Opera
February–April 2016

The mission of
Opera Columbus

is to enrich central 
Ohio by producing 
high quality opera, 
nurturing emerging 

talent, and cultivating 
exposure to opera 
in ways that feed 
the souls of our 

residents, bolster
the cultural 

economy, and
make central Ohio
a great place to live,

work and play.
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Artistic Excellence & Emerging Artists

Opera  Co lumbus

Our 2015-2016 mainstage season featured three original productions: Lully’s Armide, Puccini’s La 
Bohème, and Verdi’s La Traviata. All were major successes, with rave reviews and strong ticket sales.

Armide featured Artistic Director Peggy Kriha Dye in the title role, a couture-inspired 
production designed by visual artist Sarah Fairchild, choreography by BalletMet Artistic 
Director Edwaard Liang, dancers from BalletMet 2, and accompaniment by Cleveland’s 
world-renowned Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra.

Our modern production of La Bohème, set in post-Katrina New Orleans, sold out all three 
performances, including the dress rehearsal preview. One local opera lover described it as 
“one of those nights of magic, of legend, of intense energy to split another Grand Canyon 
through the earth.”

For La Traviata, we went beyond the usual definition of semi-staged opera with a produc-
tion that did not have a set, but made creative use of furniture and props to give a full 
operatic experience. CSO Music Director Rossen Milanov made his Opera Columbus debut 
in La Traviata, conducting the Columbus Symphony Orchestra performing onstage. A major objective of our organizational mission and artistic vision is supporting the development of 

emerging artists. Our new collaboration with The Juilliard School’s ADOS program will take Opera 
Columbus’ commitment to young artists to a new level, bringing world-class young artists to 

perform in our mainstage productions.

Students from The Ohio State University School of Music perform in our in-school education programs, as 
part of the OSU Vocal Music curriculum, and sing in the chorus for Opera Columbus’ mainstage productions. 
This collaboration provides OSU students with the experience of performing with a professional opera 
company, critical to the career path for any aspiring opera artist.

Local artists perform nearly all roles in Opera on the Edge, sing in the chorus and comprimario roles in our 
productions. We are also proud to support emerging artists in other disciplines. For example, young dancers 
from BalletMet 2 performed in our 2015 production of Armide, and will return to perform in
Carmen in 2017.

Armide, September 2015

Cooper-Bing Competition, May 2016
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Collaborations

Opera Columbus will begin 
an artistic collaboration with 
Juilliard’s Artist Diploma in Opera 
Studies (ADOS) program in 2016–
2017. Peggy Kriha Dye will observe 
ADOS artists’ development, 
working closely with ADOS 
Director Stephen Wadsworth, and 
ADOS artists will perform in Opera 
Columbus productions.

Our ongoing partnership with 
OSU strengthens the education 
of student artists, providing them 
with professional rehearsal/
performance experiences singing 
in our education programs and 
mainstage productions. 

Above: The Columbus Symphony Orchestra accompanies most mainstage performances.

Opera  Co lumbus

Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra (Cleveland): Performed in Armide

BalletMet: BalletMet2 dancers performed in Armide, with new choreography by 
Artistic Director Edwaard Liang; partnership to design and create costumes for 
mainstage productions

CATCO: Designed and built sets for mainstage productions

Columbus Children’s Choir: Appeared as children’s chorus in La Bohème

Columbus Metropolitan Libraries: Education & Community
Programming partner

Columbus Symphony Orchestra: Accompanies most
mainstage performances

The Ohio State University: Students performed as troupe for
Opera Goes to School

The Refectory: Hosted performances of Opera on the Edge: La Traviata

Shadowbox Live: Hosted performances of Opera on the Edge: La Traviata

Collaborations in 2015–2016 included:

Armide, September 2015
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Above: Students performing under the direction of Opera Columbus

In 2015–2016, our “Opera Goes to School” education programs offered 
42 performances at 27 schools, libraries, and theatres, reaching 12,358 
central Ohio K–12 students. Programs included two children’s operas, 
Cinderella and The Pirates of Penzance, and the popular Improv Opera, 
which uses a fast-paced, interactive format to introduce students to 
operatic voices, terminology, and story structure. Our children’s operas 
set engaging tales to operatic arias, teaching valuable life lessons such as 
the rewards for being a good person (Cinderella) and the importance of 
honesty, integrity, and respect for commitment (Pirates).

Opera Goes To School

Education & Community Programming

 

 

 Opera on the Edge (OOTE) 
 continued successfully in its fourth season, with strong attendance for the 10 performances at 

Shadowbox Live’s Backstage Bistro, two sold-out performances at The Refectory Restaurant and 
Bistro, and well attended performances at the OSU Wexner Medical Center and the new hotel in the 
Short North, Le Meridien, The Joseph. We have seen that audiences introduced to opera through 
OOTE frequently return to experience our mainstage performances, resulting in a widely-observed 
transformation of Opera Columbus’ audience.
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Opera Columbus Financial Report
Financial Highlights
• The operating gain for the year ended June 30, 2016 was $7,944.     
 Unrestricted net assets increased from $204,000 to $212,000.

• Operating revenue increased $99,000, or 9% to $1,212,000 in Fiscal    
 Year 2016. The major contributor to the revenue growth was a 36%
 improvement in ticket revenue.

• 7th consecutive year with a realized operating surplus.

Statement of Financial Position

Cash, Cash Equivalents & Investments $171,334
Other Current Assets $310,862
Total Current Assets $482,196

Total Non-current Assets $506,781

TOTAL ASSETS $988,977

Total Liabilities $110,787

Unrestricted Net Assets $212,024 
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets $269,534
Permanently Restricted Net Assets $396,632 
Net Assets $878,190

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $988,977

June 30, 2016 2016

Statement of Operating Activities

Revenue
Contributed Revenue $926,541
Earned Revenue $285,291
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE $1,211,832

Expenses
Productions $795,505
Fundraising and Special Events $166,376
Management and General $152,527
Education and Community Programs $89,480
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $1,203,888

Change in Operating Net Assets $7,944

For the Year ended June 30, 2016 2016

Operating Expenses

Operating Revenue

$1,204,000

$1,212,000
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Executive Committee
Patricia B. Morrison, President

Cardinal Health, Inc.

Laura MacGregor Comek, Vice President &
Development Chair
Laura M. Comek Law LLC

Bill Miller, Vice President & Finance Chair
KPMG LLP

Sheldon A. Taft, Secretary
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease, retired

Charles C. Warner
Porter, Wright, Morris and Arthur

Peggy Kriha Dye, Artistic Director
Ex officio

Chad Whittington, Executive Director
Ex officio

Trustees
George Arnold

H.R. Gray & Associates
Arthur G.H. Bing, MD, FACS

Bing MD

Jessica Burton
EXPRESS

Thomas A. Crawford
Honda of America Mfg.

Johanna DeStefano, PhD 
The Ohio State University, retired

Marilu Faber
Community Advocate

Chad P. Frye
CMR Inc.

Steven Gabbe, MD
OSU Wexner Medical Center

Donell R. Grubbs
JobsOhio

Luke Westerman
Solomon Global Holdings

Joseph J. Kromalic
Honda of America Mfg.

Terri Whitman
Huntington Bank

Valarie Williams
The Ohio State University

Opera Board of Trustees

Life Trustees
William Grové

UBS Financial Services, In.
Lyman Leathers, PhD

Ohio Wesleyan University, retired

Polly Lindemann
Community Advocate

Stanley D. Ross
Attorney at Law

Sheldon A. Taft 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease, retired

Charles C. Warner
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur

Institutional Supporters
With gratitude, Opera Columbus acknowledges our corporate and foundation supporters. 
This publication lists names of donors who made gifts, pledges and in-kind donations of 
$100 or more in the fiscal year July 1, 2015–June 30, 2016.

$100,000+

$50,000–$99,999

$10,000–$49,999
Crane Group
Honda of America Mfg.
Impresarios of Opera Columbus
Ohio Arts Council
The Ohio State University College of Arts 

and Sciences
Porter Wright Morris and Arthur LLP
The Columbus Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous Fund of The Columbus 

Foundation
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
GBQ Holdings LLC
Huntington National Bank
L Brands

$2,500–$4,999
Reinberger Conductor’s Chair Fund of 

The Columbus Foundation
The Women’s Guild of Opera Columbus
UBS Financial Services

$1,000–$2,499
Beck Foundation
Emerson Network Power
KPMG LLP

$500–$999
Hammond Harkins Galleries, Ltd.
Nationwide Foundation

$100–$499
Battelle Memorial Institute
Columbus Partnership
Sibylla Society

Exclusive Jeweler of Opera Columbus
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Annual Fund Contributors

$50,000+
Dr. Johanna DeStefano
Anne Melvin
Sheldon and Rebecca Taft

$25,000–$49,999
Arthur and Hetty Bing

$10,000–$24,999
William and Katie Grové
Patricia Morrison and Gary Tiesenga
JoAnn Rusoff
Dorothy Nell Sears

$5,000–$9,999
George Barrett and Debbie Neimeth
John and Bebe Finn
Steven and Patricia Gabbe
Lyman Leathers
Polly Lindemann
James Lorimer
Matt and Julie Murdock
Aida and Robert Norman
Richard and Ellin Patchen
Tadd and Nancy Seitz
David Shouvlin
Charles and Betsy Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Willis S. White, Jr.

$2,500–$4,999
Lois H. Allen
Vanessa and George Arnold
Dottie Burchfield
Laura MacGregor Comek and Jeff Vanik
Thomas and Susan Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Driskell
Don and Janelle Grubbs
Dr. Jean Atwood and Michael Kirkman
Renee K. and George M. Levine
Ruth and Dick McNeal Endowment for Opera   
Columbus

William Miller
Jodi and Stan Ross
Luke and Alicia Westerman
Lisa Young

$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Sine-Marie and John Ayres
Lori Barreras and Alex Fischer
Mrs. Rhoma Berlin
Alfred H. Bivins
Walter Glaser and Teri Caulin Glaser
Darci Congrove
Bill and Karen Conner
James and Ruth Decker
Robert and Csaga Digby
Marilu and Timothy Faber
Larry and Marion Fisher
Michelle Galligan
Nancy Jeffrey
Douglas and Darlene Jones
Jay and Sue Kromalic
Mary Lazarus
Fran Luckoff
Jim and Priscilla Meeks
Bill and Jane Miller
Frank R. Morris
Riek and Andy Oldenquist
George and Ruth Paulson
Mike Petrecca and Heather Grant
Ron and Ann Pizzuti
Pierluigi and Rosanna Porcu
Dan and Barbara Sheehan
Allison Steiner
David H. and Rachel B. Timmons
Leah Tsamous and John Haight
Miriam and Don Utter
Brendan and Jane Ware
Thomas and Terri Whitman
Chad and Melinda Whittington
Valarie Williams

$500–$999
Anonymous (3)
Larry and Ruth Anderson
Raymond and Marilyn Barker
Jim and Susan Berry
Paul and Lynn Blower
Jerry and Lois Borin
Michelle Christian and Todd Dreith
Denis and Sophia Danchine
Jerome and Bette Dare
Don Dell and Violet Meek
Gary and Bruni Duncan
Jeffrey and Cathryn Geppert
Alton and Laura Hill
Ted and Eileen Huston
Darius and Laurette Kandawalla
Judy and N. Howard Kander
Thomas and Mary Katzenmeyer
John Kuijper
Mark and Jane Landon
Anne LaPidus
Liz and Mark L’Hommedieu
Dixie Sayre Miller Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation
Dr. Karen Peeler and Rev. Deniray Mueller
Sue Porter and Michael Sayre
Joe and Michelle Rezabek
Lois Rosow and Seth Young
David R. Schooler
Ann and Robert Shelly
Angela M. Thomas
Charles M. Weis
Bob and Carole Wilhelm

$250–$499
Anonymous (3)
Yosry and Vera Attia
Todd and Jamie Babione
Adam and Suzy Biehl
Ben and Sandy Blanquera

With gratitude, Opera Columbus acknowledges all of our individual donors. This publication lists 
names of donors who made gifts, pledges and in-kind donations of $100 or more in the fiscal year 
July 1, 2015–June 30, 2016.

Esther Connors
Mark and Mindy Corna
Jeff and Emily Corzine
Thomas and Lisa Courtice
Janet and Robert Cox
Yuri and Roy Daikuzono
Eugene C. D’Angelo
Dr. Jonathan and Mrs. Adriana Finlay
Julie Fish
Reinhard and Mary Gahbauer
Barbara E. Goettler
Linda and Richard Gunther
Susan Hartmann
Katie Hurley
Jeff and Susan Hutson
Seth and Sue Kantor
Karen Kennedy
Barry Liss
Thomas Long
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy McMullen
Betty and John Messenger
Molly and Cameron Mitchell
Jutta Neckermann
Bob Redfield
Angela Snyder
Charles and Joan Stadler
Dr. Brenda Stearns and Dr. Linda Meadows
Nancy Strause
Thomas and Emma Terndrup
Stephen and Arlyne Thung
Robert A. Tibbetts
Craig and Connie Walley

$100–$249
Anonymous (6)
Mr. and Mrs. Stanford M. Ackley
Marilyn Allen
Deborah Anderson
Bill and Diana Arthur
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Bullock
Len and Sharon Bussard
Krysta Butler
Mary Louise Casanta
Janet Chen
Dean Christensen
Carolyn Christy
Kelli Clawson
Richard and Lynn Colby

Mike and Charlotte Collister
Dr. A. Peter Costanza and Jayne Wenner
Don and Tish Davis
Ruth Deacon
Bill DeMora
Richard J. Dick
Bernie and Linda Erven
Bill and Marcia Evans
Goldie and Henry Fisher
Don Good
G. Philip Hall
Nelson Harper
Jane Hathaway
Duane and Judy Hays
Michael S. Herschler
Hedva Hess
Tom and Laurie Hill
Susan Hodge and David Greenberg
Fred and Carol Hofer
Thomas and Tammy Howard
Alice and Herbert Hunt
Suzanne Karpus
Douglas and Wauneta Kerr
Bob and Kathy Koblentz
Mr. and Mrs. Wolfgang Kunze
William Lazarow
Syd Lifshin
Elizabeth B. May
John and Sandy McKinley
Collin McMahon
Drs. Ali and Mina Mokhtari
Randall and Karen Moore
John and Dot Morral
Jessica and Tom Morris
Grant Morrow III and Cordelia Robinson
Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. Morton
James C. Murphy
Tibor and Gyongyi Nadasdy
Anna Nemeth
Gerald and Ann Newsom
Robert and Marilyn Nims
Julie and Ralph Nusken
John and Christine Olsen
Brad Ostroff
Erdal Ozkan
Joseph and Mitzi Panico
Janet and Rick Pfeiffer
Carole Poirier

Nancy Reed
David and Anne Robinson
William Slutz and Linda Roomann
David Rose
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Ruiz
Philip and Elizabeth Samuels
Pat and Hank Schlake
Ms. Junko Shigemitsu
Dorothy Shorr
Patricia and Douglas Slusher
Richard and Betty Smith
Bill and Helen Swank
Brant and Mary Tedrow
John and Marcia Thompson
Marilyn W. Trapp
Dr. and Mrs. Eric VanGilder
Sharon Walters
Robert and Catharine Warmbrod
Joel and Barbara Weaver
Pam and Karl Webb
Becky Wright
Linda and Bostwick Wyman
Mary Ann Wynd
Jacques and Laura Zakin
John Zatko

In Kind
George and Vanessa Arnold
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
COSI
Peggy Kriha Dye
Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical 
Gardens
Steven and Patricia Gabbe
William and Katie Grové
Don and Janelle Grubbs
Jazz Arts Group
Jeni’s Splended Ice Creams
Jay and Sue Kromalic
Patricia Morrison and Gary Tiesenga
The Ohio State University Arts Initiative
Shadowbox Live
Sheldon and Rebecca Taft
The Refectory Restaurant and Bistro
Thomas and Terri Whitman

Please contact the Development Office at 614-221-5249 if an error has occurred in compiling this information
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Future of Opera Columbus

Opera Columbus,
you will see the debut of our Juilliard artists in Mission:
Seraglio and Carmen; an all-women creative team in
Carmen and collaborations with the Columbus Symphony 
Orchestra and BalletMet in Twisted 2.

Future seasons include new advances in opera production 
for sets, costumes, and lighting; and a continuation of 
our partnership with Juilliard and a brand new work 
commissioned in collaboration with ProMusica.

In the current and future seasons of

Opera Columbus Staff

Development

Denise Rehg
VP of Development

Jessica Morris
Director of Development

Susan Ropp
Foundations and Grants Manager

Cortney J.  Porter
Special Events Manager

Katie Cullen
Database and

Project Manager 

Finance

Mike Daniels
Senior  Accountant

                                                       

Marketing 

Kathy Karnap
Director of Marketing

Sara Maassel
Art Director

Rolanda Copley
Publicist

Trevor Arwood
Digital Media & Marketing           

Assistant

Anna Schaeffer
Marketing Assistant

Education

Destiny Coleman
Director of Education &

Community Programming

  
                                               

Production

Alex W. Seidel
Production Manager/

Production Stage Manager

Jason Hiester
Associate Conductor and Chorus 

Master

Greg Bryan
Stage Manager Southern Theatre

Katherine Culler
Artistic Administration Intern

Ticketing

Whitney Dodds
Subscription & Ticketing Lead 

Associate

Chad Whittington
Executive Director

Peggy Kriha Dye
Artistic Director

Opera  Co lumbus

Arline Dimitri
Executive Assistant
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