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William Miller
President

The 2019-2020 season was full of change and challenges we couldn’t have predicted 
a year ago, when we prepared our last annual report. There were certainly difficult 
days in the spring, but we cannot allow that to overshadow the wonderful things we 
did in the 2019-2020 season.

There were many highlights in our performances last season, including our 
collaboration with BalletMet, the Columbus Symphony, and CAPA for Twisted 3. Our 
commitment to inclusivity continued with the performance of As One and our Opera 
Asks Luncheon, and our dedication to engaging and artistically excellent opera was 
on full show in The Barber of Seville. (Who doesn’t love a good t-shirt cannon?)

But Opera Columbus is so much more than just an opera company. We are an 
essential part of our community’s social and emotional fabric. We invest in Columbus’ 
future through our educational and community programming, including The Voice of 
Freedom, Opera Goes to School and the new Opera Access program.

Change is in the air as we enter Opera Columbus’ 2020-2021 season. The new season 
features innovative productions of opera favorites La Bohème and Don Giovanni, as 
well as a concert by the incredibly talented Ryan Speedo Green! This entire season 
was thoughtfully planned by Peggy Kriha Dye, our former CEO + General Director. Her 
nine-year tenure at Opera Columbus shaped our company and created legions of new 
opera fans. We will miss her and wish her the best with her new role at Virginia Opera.  
We are working tirelessly to find our next leader, to continue the incredible work of 
Opera Columbus in creating transformative opera experiences for our community, and 
we are looking forward to the next stage of Opera Columbus’ evolution.

I want to finish by saying THANK YOU to the incredible individuals, companies, 
foundations, and government agencies who stepped up this spring to rally around 
Opera Columbus and our entire arts community, as we canceled almost every event in 
our spring season.  Your commitment to arts and culture in Columbus is the fuel that 
keeps us going every day. Please help us celebrate everything that we accomplished 
in 2019-2020, and all we have to look forward to in 2020-2021 and beyond.

Sincerely,

Dear Opera Columbus

Fans+Friends

Twisted 3, September 2019 3



We opened the season with Twisted 3, 
in collaboration with BalletMet, CAPA, 
and the Columbus Symphony. Columbus’ 
flagship performing arts organizations 
reunited for an unforgettable program in 
the Ohio Theatre, combining orchestral 
music, opera, and dance. Opera 
Columbus performed an abridged 
version of Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi.

Opera Columbus partnered with Capital 
University to launch the OCCU Resident 
Artist Program. Four artists (three 
singers and a pianist) participated in the 
program’s first year, performing in Opera 
Goes to School programs, performing 
and covering roles in The Barber of 
Seville, and serving as voice teachers 
and mentors at Capital University.

In October 2019, The Flood – our 
February 2019 world premiere 
collaboration with ProMusica Chamber 
Orchestra – was honored by the Greater 
Columbus Arts Council as the 2019 
winner of the Columbus Makes Art 
Excellence Award for an organization 
with a budget of $1 million or more. 

2019-2020

Highlights  
of the Year

Twisted 3, September 2019
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In association with our November 2019 
production of As One, we hosted two 
events:

Opera Columbus Asks: A luncheon 
and panel discussion exploring the 
question, “How can the arts make 
Columbus a more inclusive community?” 
Our engaging panel, moderated by Dr. 
Frederic Bertley (COSI), featured Suzan 
Bradford (Lincoln Theatre Association), 
Dr. Melanie Corn (CCAD), Yohannan 
“Yogi” Terrell (Community Volunteer + 
Activist), and Shannon Winnubst (OSU).

As One Community Conversation: 
Offered in collaboration with CAPA, 
featuring composer Laura Kaminsky, co-
librettist Mark Campbell, co-librettist and 
filmmaker Kimberly Reed, and special 
guests. The conversation also included 
a screening of Visibili-T, a new film by 
Columbus filmmaker Siriah Miller, which 
was co-commissioned by OC and CAPA.

In February, The Barber of Seville 
brought Rossini’s comic masterpiece 
to 1990s Seville, Florida, complete with 
neon colors, boybands, a glitter beard 

contest, and a t-shirt cannon. This sold-
out production featured artists from 
the Juilliard School’s Artist Diploma in 
Opera Studies (ADOS) program, Capital 
University Chorus, and ProMusica 
Chamber Orchestra.

Opera Columbus Asks Luncheon, October 2019
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Cooper-Bing 2020 winner Alexandra Nowakowski

The annual Cooper-Bing Competition 
in May was transformed into a virtual 
event using video performances by 
our finalists, and available to the public 
for free online. The winner of the 
competition was soprano Alexandra 
Nowakowski.

Opera Access is a new sponsorship 
program that supports donations of 
tickets to OC’s mainstage productions 
to community organizations, helping to 
make our performances accessible to 
those who may otherwise be unable 
to afford to buy tickets. For example, 
we donated 96 tickets to As One to 16 
partner organizations, including Equitas 
Health, Franklin Country Office of Justice 
Policy & Programs, Kaleidoscope Youth 
Center, LifeCare Alliance, The Ohio 
Prison Arts Connection, and YWCA 
Columbus.
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EVOLUTION OF OPERA

Opera Columbus is a leader in an 
industry-wide movement to make opera 
more inclusive and representative of 
our society, creating opportunities for 
artists to be included in our productions 
not as tokens or as placeholders but 
as true contributors to the art form and 
the industry. This will be manifested in 
our 2020-2021 season in the creation 
of the Director/Conductor Residency 
for individuals who identify as BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous, People of Color). 
In this past season we brought this to 
Columbus through our production of 
As One, which told the incredible story 
of one transgender woman’s journey.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

The Voice of Freedom: Civil Rights, a community-based performance program 
celebrating Black music and culture, and highlighting gospel, jazz, and works from  
the Civil Rights Movement, was presented in fall 2019. We offered free performances 
of the program in 11 locations, including Columbus Metropolitan Library branches,  
King Arts Complex, Reeb Avenue Center, and OSU Wexner Medical Center.

We continued to bring opera to venues and events throughout central Ohio, with 
performances by OC artists at “Rhythm on the River”; Pelotonia; the Ohio Civil Rights 
Commission’s Ohio Civil Rights induction ceremony; the City of Columbus’ Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Birthday Breakfast; and the New Albany Symphony Orchestra’s  
Holiday Spectacular.
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The Voice of Freedom: Civil Rights, October 2019

As One, November 2019
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Adapting to 
Change –
Responding to 
COVID-19
COVID-19 hit Opera Columbus right 
between our eyes. As headlines raged 
and events started to cancel, our 2020 
Gala was just days away. In advance 
of directives from community health 
leaders, we canceled our gala out 
of concern for our patrons and their 
health. The outpouring of support was 
remarkable, with more than 90% of gala 
tickets converted to donations to help 
Opera Columbus during the challenging 
months ahead. And on the night of the 
gala, our team served the food that was 
intended to feed our gala guests to the 
YWCA Family Center, where it provided 
three meals for over 50 families.

As our community continued to adapt 
and change to our pandemic reality, 
we rolled up our sleeves to make sure 
every single artist who was scheduled 
to perform in our canceled productions 
(The Journey and The Poppea Project) 
received a check to help them weather 
the storm.

In an effort to stay connected to our 
patrons and to provide them with fun 
and engaging content, Opera Columbus 
created Opera At Home, bi-monthly 
emails featuring virtual content. Each 
newsletter featured opportunities to 
experience opera online, including links 
to Metropolitan Opera HD performances, 
streamed performances compiled by 
Opera America, educational resources 
to support at-home learning, OC-themed 
Zoom backgrounds, and more.

One of our biggest success stories of 
the end of 2019-2020 was the incredible 
transformation of the Cooper-Bing 
Competition from an in-person event 
to a virtual event, which resulted in a 
tremendous increase in the reach of the 
event to our community and beyond, 
as the competition was available to the 
public for free online. The reach of the 
competition was approximately 6,000 
total, including views on Facebook, 
YouTube, and the OC website. The reach 
on Facebook alone was over 5,600, with 
1,852 unique views. 589 voted for the 
audience choice award, including voters 
as far away as Argentina, New Zealand, 
and Thailand. We were delighted that 
our judges selected soprano Alexandra 
Nowakowski as the 2020 Cooper-Bing 
Vocal Competition Winner.

In the closing months of the 2019-2020 
season, it became clear that the start of 
the 2020-2021 season would be very 
different, so our season was transformed 
to ensure most if not all events will be 
able to take place in smaller venues, 
virtually, or later in the spring of 2021. 
OC will persevere and bring opera to 
Columbus!
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Artistic partner for Twisted 3, costuming 
for mainstage productions

 

Artistic partner for Twisted 3

 

Education and Community programming

 

Performed in As One

 

Education and Community programming

 

Artistic partner for Twisted 3

 

Community programming

2019-2020

Collaborations
 

Community programming

 

The Juilliard School ADOS program, in 
partnership for Opera Columbus Gala 
and productions

 

Community programming

 

Community programming

 

Community programming

 

Community programming
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Performed in The Barber of Seville
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Statement of Financial Position
June 30, 2020 2020

Cash, Cash Equivalents & Investments $268,308
Other Current Assets $171,145
Total Current Assets $439,453

Total Non-current Assets $537,640

TOTAL ASSETS $977,093

Total Liabilities $89,643

Without Donor Restrictions $241,149
With Donor Restrictions $646,301 
Net Assets $887,450

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $977,093

Statement of Activities & Change in Net Assets
For the Year ended June 30, 2020 2020

Revenue
Contributed Revenue $1,077,331
Earned Revenue $204,472
TOTAL REVENUE $1,281,803

Expenses
Productions $769,395
Education and Community Programs $133,996
Management and General $391,527
Fundraising & Special Events $139,265
TOTAL EXPENSES $1,434,183

Change in Net Assets ($152,380)

Less Donor Restricted Income and Expenses $159,158

Change in Operating Net Assets $6,778

P
ho

to
: T

er
ry

 G
ill

ia
m

FINANCE



Financial Highlights
The gain from operations excludes activities related to restricted contributions and 
investments and resulted in a gain of $6,778 for the year ended June 30, 2020. The 
unrestricted net assets increased from $231,000 to $234,000.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Opera Columbus was able to maintain 75% of prior 
years total income due to its public support and contributions.

Eleventh consecutive year with a realized operating surplus.

54%
ARTISTIC PROGRAMS

10%

27%
FUNDRAISING

ADMINISTRATIVE

9%
EDUCATION & OUTREACH

84%

10%

3%
2%

1%

CONTRIBUTED SUPPORT

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

INVESTMENT & OTHER

DONOR  
RESTRICTED INCOME

ADMISSIONS

Operating Revenue
$1 ,281 ,803

Operating Expenses
$1 ,434,183

The Barber of Seville, February 2020 11



With gratitude, Opera Columbus acknowledges all of our institutional supporters.  
This publication lists names for donors who made gifts, pledges, and in-kind donations  

in the 2020 fiscal year (July 1, 2019–June 30, 2020).

$10,000–$49,999

Baxter International Inc.

Cardinal Health

Crane Group

Huntington Bank

L Brands

Ohio Arts Council

Ann and Gordon Getty 
Foundation, OPERA America: 
Innovation Grants

PNC

Voice Center, The Ohio State 
University Wexner Medical 
Center

$5,000–$9,999

Anonymous Fund of The 
Columbus Foundation

The Aramark Charitable Fund 
at the Vanguard Charitable 
Endowment Program

Fifth Third Bank

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS 

$100,000+ $50,000–$99,999

Every effort has been made to ensure this list is accurate and complete. If we have made an error, please 
contact the Development Office at 614-221-5249 with your correction. Donors indicated with an * are 
remembered for their generosity during their lifetime.

Impresarios of Opera Columbus

Orange Barrel Media

Porter Wright Morris and  
Arthur LLP

Reinberger Conductor’s 
Chair Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

$2,500–$4,999

Corna Kokosing

Honda of America Mfg.

KPMG LLP

Pricewaterhouse Coopers

Puffin Foundation West, Ltd.

UBS Financial Services

$500–$1,499

Ernst and Young

Lifeline of Ohio

The Champion Companies

UP TO $500

Battelle Memorial Institute

Bob-Boyd Lincoln of Columbus

CAPA

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium

Irvin Public Relations

Kaiser Consulting

Kroger

Mollard Consulting

United Way of Central Ohio

Walmart

Wexner Center for the Arts

OPERA COLUMBUS  
BRAND SUPPORTER
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With gratitude, Opera Columbus acknowledges all of our individual donors.  
This publication lists names for donors who made gifts, pledges, and in-kind donations  

in the 2020 fiscal year (July 1, 2019–June 30, 2020).

ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS

$50,000+
Patty Morrison and Gary 
Tiesenga

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous
Anne Melvin*
Sheldon and Rebecca Taft

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous 
George Barrett and Deborah 
Neimeth Fund
Tanny Crane and John Wolff
Ruth and Dick McNeal 
Endowment for Opera 
Columbus
David and Mary Beth Meuse
Jodi and Stanley Ross

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Femi and Bryn Adeyanju
Vanessa and George Arnold
Arthur and Hetty Bing
Jim Crane and Laura 
Dehlendorf
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome J. 
Cunningham
Steven and Patricia Gabbe
Willie and Katie Grové
Shawn and Jenna Homan
Linda and Mike Kaufmann
William E. Miller
Bob Philips and Kara Trott
Ron and Ann Pizzuti
Tricia Rigel

Nancy and Tadd Seitz
Dr. Lee Shackelford
Allison Steiner and Ryan 
Harding
Willis S. White Jr.

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous
Tara Abraham
Lois H. Allen
Lori Barreras and Alex Fischer
James and Luanna Bicknell
Dottie Burchfield
Marilu and Timothy Faber
Don and Janelle Grubbs
Dr. Jean Atwood and Michael 
Kirkman
James and Jean Lorimer
Doug and Cookie McIntyre
Jordan A. Miller Jr.
Dr. Karen Peeler and Rev. 
Deniray Mueller
Mike Petrecca and Heather 
Grant
Ann and Robert Shelly
Miriam and Don Utter
Charles and Betsy Warner

$1,500–$2,499
Deborah M. Anderson
Mrs. Roger Berlin
Alfred H. Bivins
Paul and Lynn Blower
Laura MacGregor Comek
Mark and Mindy Corna
Gary and Bruni Duncan

Iris Hess
Barbara and Ron Hupman
Brandon Kim, MD
Jay and Sue Kromalic
Adam Lanter and Shyam 
Rajadhyaksha
Polly Lindemann
Fran Luckoff
Ruth Paulson
Carole Poirier

$500–$1,499
Anonymous (4)
Jim and Susan Berry
Dr. Frederic Bertley
Eric Bull
Jessica Celeste Burton
Ron Clark-Aguilar
Peter Coccia and Nena Couch
Don Dell and Violet Meek
Elfi Di Bella
C. John Easton
John and Bebe Finn
Brian Free
Reinhard and Mary Gahbauer
Thomas Gerke
Marty Golubitsky and Barbara 
Keyfitz
Mike and Joy Gonsiorowski
Jeff Harris
Carolyn Hartwell
Jane Hathaway
Krista Hazen
David and Mary Hockenbery
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Susan E. Hodge and David A. 
Greenberg
Ted and Eileen Huston
Dan Jensen
Douglas N. and Darlene V. 
Jones
Thomas and Mary Katzenmeyer
Anne M. LaPidus
Mary Lazarus
Todd and Karen Hough 
Majidzadeh
Laura Matrka
Kimberly Mayhew
Megan McAlister
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy McMullen
Priscilla Meeks
David and Betty Meil
Dixie Sayre Miller Fund of The 
Columbus Foundation*
Jane and Bill Miller
Jutta Neckermann
Gerald and Ann Newsom
John and Christine Olsen
Sue Porter and Mike Sayre
Lois Rosow
David R. Schooler
David Shouvlin
Dr. Brenda Stearns and Dr. 
Linda Meadows
Judith Sitch
Peggy and Bob Walter
Robert and Catharine 
Warmbrod
Jayne Wenner and Peter 
Costanza
Thomas and Terri Whitman
Chad and Melinda Whittington
Valarie Williams and Sergio 
Soave
Becky Wright
Mary Yerina and Bob Redfield

$200–$499
Anonymous (8)
Mr. and Mrs. Stanford M. Ackley
Nana Babic
Erin Blue
Michael Bongiorno
Mr. Ryan and Dr. Jonica Burke
Len and Sharon Bussard
Jeff and Lucy Caswell
Carolyn Thomas Christy
Marilyn Clark
Esther Connors
Janet Cox
Dr. Joseph and Leslie 
Cunningham
Jo Dee Davis
Ruth Deacon
Bill DeMora
Shawn and Hilary Dodson
Nancy Donoghue
Dr. Annie Marie Garraway
Barbara and Albert Glover
Susan M. Hartmann
James Hodnett and Joe 
Heimlich
Steven Hillyer
Karen Kennedy
Peggy Kriha Dye
Wolfgang and Ursula Kunze
Syd Lifshin
Barry Liss
Tony Logan and Mary Duffey
Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. Morton
Ralph and Julie Nusken
Carol and Scott Prigan
Jim Reardon
Anne R. Robinson
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Ruiz
Dr. Philip and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Samuels

Ms. Junko Shigemitsu
Douglas and Patricia Slusher
William Slutz and Linda 
Roomann
Angela Snyder
Judi and Jim Stillwell
Nancy Strause
David H. Timmons
Marilyn W. Trapp
Joan Wallick
Dr. Joel and Barbara Weaver
Ronald and Ramona Whisler
Charlotte Yates

UP TO $199
Anonymous (9)
Anthony Amos Jr.
Emily and Mark Andrews
Michael Foy Armstead
Matt Barnes
Frances Beasley
Adam and Suzy Biehl
Michael Bierschenk and Jarod 
Wilson
Jeannette Birkhoff
Richard Blevins
Katherine Boehm
Eileen Mehl Boelcskevy
Linda and Robert Boynton
Carolyn Patch and Bob Brodkey
Chelsey Broughman
Tim Brown Sr.
Nancy Brownell
Katie Bugenstein
Liz Burrell
Lucy and David Buzzee
Kayla Campbell
Bob and Susan Campbell
Mary Louise Casanta
Janet Chen

Annual Fund Contributors (CONTINUED)
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Dean Christensen
Kelli Clawson
Michael Clowes
Matthew Cohen and Susan 
Geary
Rick and Lynn Colby
Andrew Mitchell and Brad 
Colegate
Donna Collins
Alexis Cunningham
Ronald Currin and Diane 
Driessen
Carole Dale
Michael Daniels
Stewart Davis
Hope Dawson
Jacob Decot
Natalie DeMeis
Richard J. Dick
Harriet and Scott Donaldson
Leo and Vera Dubrovksy
Juanita D. Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Emery
Bernie and Linda Erven
Bill and Marcia Evans
Nicole Fay
Toba Jeanne Feldman
Shonita R. Fenwick
Jill and Joseph Ferst
Mark and Elizabeth Finley
Elizabeth Fisher
Jeffrey and Carol Folkerth
William and Jane Forbes
Leigh Fullenkamp
Steve and Judy Bettencourt
Jen and Bob Gervasi
David Ghose
Raimund and Sharon Goerler
Barbara E. Goettler
Matthew Greenberg

Sandra and Caesar Guarderas
Mort Guiney and Amy Mock
G. Philip Hall
Victoria Hanohano-Hong
Paula Harer
Julie Harris
Susan Hart
Bryan Hartzler
Mary Hawkins
Mel Heckman
Fabiola Heintz-Blanco
Robert E. Heisler
James and Stephanie Henkle
Margaret Henry
Tricia Herban
Fred and Carol Hofer
Linda Hopkins
Angelene Howard
William and Barbara Hunzicker
Sarah Irvin Clark
Beverly Jensen
Sue Jones
David Jump and Eileen Pruitt
Judy and N. Howard Kander
Ezra Katz
Richard Kern
Shelley Kilgore
Sam King
James (J.R.) Klein
Robert Koblentz
Stanley and Gretchen 
Kronenberger
Miljan Krunic
Matt Kurk
Adam Lanter
Don Larson
Carolyn Whipps Leick
John and Paula Levitt
Dennis and Joan Lombardi

John Looman
Dick and Catherine Loveland
Jill Lukshin
Elaine May
Patrick and Michelle McCarthy
Lisa and Steven McGann
Maureen and David McMahon
Jestin McNamara
John and Eleanor Meekins
George Middlebrook
Martha J. Miller
Patti Mills
Deborah Mitchell
Danny Moates
Paul and Kerri Mollard
Randall and Karen Moore
Ed Morris and Mary Beth Smith
Thomas and Jessica Morris
Ivan and Marianne Mueller
Gil and Judith Nestel
David Nevergall
Rebekah Newton
Dorothy Noyes and Michael 
Krippendorf
William and Barbara Oberdick
Brad Ostroff
Jessica Palilla
Jacqueline Pasternack
Chad Payton
Jessica Phelps
Richard Pogge
Richard Prigan
Sandra and Howard Pritz
Nathan Putnam
Alice Rathburn
Phillip Renico
Richard and Judith Reuning
Denise Riffle
David and Ann Rigney
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Liz Riley
Susannah Sagan and Andrew 
Katz
Kehinde Salau
Kathleen Sands
Joshua Schonauer and Gerry 
Rodriguez
Gretchen Schroeder
Noam Shapiro
Betsy Sharp
Rebecca Shaw
Antony Shuttleworth
Larry and Cheryl Simon
Marilyn R. Smith
Richard and Betty Smith
Jean Sperling
Natalee Sperry
John and Sally Stefano
Rebecca Stilson and Mike 
Sullivan
Mrs. Jan Stone
Ellen Stukenberg
Monica Taylor
Priscilla Teixeira
Alyson Terrell
Jaron Terry
Robert A. Tibbetts
Jennifer Tiell and Mark 
Adelsperger
Leah Tsamous
Martin Tuck
Constance Tuma
Sue VanWassenove
Nancy W. Verber
Alan and Jennifer Vestal
Sharon Walters
Michele Ward
Taylor Waters
Julie Weeks

Kathy and Ira Weiss
Rachel Will
Mary Wilson
Alexandra Wintrich
Rod Wirsching
Beverly Trout and Doug Wittig
Harold Wood
Linda and Bostwick Wyman
Alfred Yates
Jane B. Young
Ann Zartler
John and Helen Zatko
Allan and Susan Zelman

IN KIND
Tricia Rigel

IN HONOR OF
Mark Corna

Peggy and Bob Walter

Hannah Ferst
Jill and Joseph Ferst

The Flood’s Artistic and 
Creative Team

Peter Coccia and Nena 
Couch

Peggy Kriha Dye
Jo Dee Davis

Laura Matrka

Polly Lindemann
Willie and Katie Grové

Patty Morrison
The Aramark Charitable 
Fund at the Vanguard 
Charitable Endowment 
Program

John Nevergall and Emily 
Spencer Nevergall

David Nevergall

Stephen Wadsworth
Noam Shapiro

IN MEMORY OF
Allen Adair

Jeffrey and Carol Folkerth

Margaret “Peggy” Amling
Shawn and Hilary Dodson

Jon Mac Anderson
Deborah M. Anderson

Roger Berlin
Mrs. Roger Berlin

Robert L. Cox
Janet Cox

Dr. Michael O. Garraway
Dr. Annie Marie Garraway

JoAnn Hall
G. Philip Hall

William Jensen
Beverly Jensen

Lyman Leathers
Willie and Katie Grové

Jeannette Bobel Lieber
Mel Heckman

Bob Lindemann
Willie and Katie Grové

Robert Mills
Patti Mills 

George Paulson
Anonymous

Douglas N. and Darlene V. 
Jones

Ivan and Marianne Mueller

David Robinson
Anne R. Robinson

Dr. Paul Ruksha
Jay and Sue Kromalic

Nancy Schmidt
Emily and Mark Andrews

Margaret E. Wall
Katherine Boehm

Annual Fund Contributors (CONTINUED)
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Tricia Rigel, Vice President + Development Chair 
Cardinal Health, Inc.

My first experience with Opera Columbus was as part of the technical team that designed 
and implemented our incredible production of Gluck’s Orphée (April 2018,) featuring dramatic 
projections during the performance. After getting to know OC through that experience, I was 
immediately drawn to the energy of the company and the board’s dedication to the art form. I 
am looking forward to all our 20 – 21 season productions, including our return to the beautiful 
Southern Theatre for Don Giovanni. Serving Opera Columbus since 2018.

Bill Miller, President 
KPMG LLP

I am particularly fond of comedies, especially our recent Barber of Seville (February 2020.) Opera 
Columbus has evolved in the years I’ve been on the board, and I’m proud of how unique each 
production is and the variety of what we produce. When someone asks me why I am part of Opera 
Columbus, I let them know that I enjoy operas because they are stories about current-day drama 
(love, cheating, betrayal, mistaken identity) in a historical context. It can be fun AND touch the 
soul. I am looking forward to this season’s production of La Bohème because it will be a wonderful 
adaptation of a classic opera in an engaging location at 400 W. Rich St. Serving Opera Columbus 
since 2005.

Femi Adeyanju, Vice President + Finance Chair 
Ernst & Young

This season I am looking forward to seeing the performance by Ryan Speedo Green and learning 
more about how he became interested in and successful in opera. Although I have not been with 
Opera Columbus for very long, I am excited about the possibilities of the company. My first opera 
was OC’s Carmen in 2017, and I was excited by this art form that combines music, drama, and 
dance to tell a compelling story. One thing I love about Opera Columbus is the opportunity to meet 
artists and to hear about their experiences. Serving Opera Columbus since 2017.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Sheldon A. Taft, Secretary 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease (retired)

I started my OC activities about 40 years ago with the Opera Impresarios (OC’s volunteer support 
group). In the late 1980’s I was recruited to join the board, and in 1991 I was elected President. The 
first opera I ever heard was probably Aida, and the first I saw was probably Madama Butterfly. One 
of my favorite OC productions was Lucia di Lammermoor presented in the 1990’s by our General 
Director Bill Russell. My favorite description of opera comes from my sixth-grade teacher, and it 
is as true today as it was when she said it over 70 years ago: Opera is a confluence of all the art 
forms, including orchestra, singing, dancing, acting, costumes and staging, to tell ageless stories 
about personal relationships and conflicts. Serving Opera Columbus since the 1980s.

Charles C. Warner 
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP

Opera Columbus has been a part of my life for nearly 30 years, giving me a great deal of 
enjoyment as I’ve served as President twice and now as a Life Trustee. Opera is special to me 
because it engages all the senses, including “touch” in a metaphysical sense, and it challenges 
you in positive ways to experience all of life’s offerings, be they uplifting or the opposite. The first 
opera I ever saw was Faust at the sports arena in Cleveland, presented by the traveling Met. It 
was a proverbial “fat lady sings” production. La Bohème is my favorite opera, both because we 
experienced an incredible Zefferelli production with two levels of streets at the Met, and also 
because our second son played the role of the little boy asking for a trumpet for Christmas in the 
crowd scene in the OC production at the Palace. Our recent production of the brand-new opera, 
The Flood, has been my favorite Opera Columbus production. Serving Opera Columbus since 1993.
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TRUSTEES

George Arnold
H.R. Gray & Associates

Arthur G.H. Bing, md, facs
Bing MD

Jessica Burton
Orange Barrel Media

Marilu Faber 
Community Advocate

Donell R. Grubbs
JobsOhio

Shawn Homan
Community Advocate

Brandon Kim, md
The Ohio State University  
Medical Center

Joseph J. Kromalic
Parker Trutec

Megan McAlister
Bank of America

Doug McIntyre
Cult Marketing

Bob Philips
Community Advocate

Allison Steiner
PricewaterhouseCoopers

Terri Whitman
Huntington Bank

Valarie Williams
The Ohio State University

LIFE TRUSTEES

Johanna DeStefano, phd
The Ohio State University (retired)

William T. Grové 
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Stanley D. Ross
Attorney at Law

Sheldon A. Taft
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease 
(retired)

Charles C. Warner
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Voice of Freedom: Civil Rights, October 201918



CURRENT STAFF

EXECUTIVE

Greg Bryan
Interim Managing Director

Christina Pelletier
Executive Assistant

DEVELOPMENT

Jessica Morris
Director of Development

Susan Ropp
Foundations + Grants Manager

Julie Weeks
Special Events Manager, CSEP

Katie Cullen
Data Analyst + Project Manager

OCCU Capital Resident Artists, Fall 2019As One, November 2019

Photo (left): Drew Bullock 
Photo (middle): Terry Gilliam

FINANCE/
ACCOUNTING

Jill Lukshin-Hoff
Accounting Consultant, CPA

Cindy Ries
Accounting Consultant

MARKETING

Melissa Belman
Director of Audience Experience 

Cult Marketing
Creative Agency

Irvin Public Relations
Public Relations

PRODUCTION

Greg Bryan
Production Manager

19



55 EAST STATE STREET, COLUMBUS, OH 43215

2020-2021 SEASON

OPERACOLUMBUS.ORG
Dates accurate as of November 1, 2020.


