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DEAR OPERA COLUMBUS

Fans + Friends
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The 2021-22 Season was one of 
immense gratitude, accomplishment, 
celebration, and company firsts. After 
hours of virtual programming and 
alternative format performances, 
and nearly two years away from our 
home in the Southern Theatre, OC 
made a triumphant return to indoor 
opera just in time for our historic 40th 
Anniversary Season. Opera Columbus’ 
milestone season saw a 30% new 
audience attendance rise, as well as 
new organization partners throughout 
our city. It was a challenging year as we 
navigated COVID, Omicron waves, snow 

storms, and hurricane warnings, but 
thanks to our board and sta!, we were 
incredibly resilient and were able to 
celebrate a memorable season capped 
with 40 Days of Opera being honored as 
a finalist for GCAC’s Columbus Makes Art 
Excellence Award.

Our productions of Tosca, Fellow 
Travelers, Vanqui, The Puppy Episode, 
and La traviata all garnered positive 
reviews from critics and featured leading 
operatic talent from around the world. 
In addition to fulfilling our mission of 
providing world-class opera to Central 

Ohio, OC continued its commitment to 
training the next generation of opera 
stars onstage and behind the scenes. 
The Cooper-Bing Vocal Competition 
attracted over 200 applicants worldwide 
and the Capital University residency 
program nurtured the talent of four rising 
artists. The 2021-22 season also saw the 
launch of our Crane Directing Fellowship 
as we welcomed Luther Lewis III to our 
team. 

Opera Columbus has provided the 
power of live opera to central Ohio 
for 40 years, and the 2021-22 season 

continued to build on that legacy, 
as outlined in this report. Thanks to 
Opera Columbus’ growing board, its 
generous supporters and patrons, and 
the esteemed artists who continue to 
elevate Opera Columbus season after 
season, OC’s future is brighter than ever.

Sincerely,

Julia Noulin-Mérat
General Director + CEO

Drinks+Drag, June 2022
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SEASON  
IN REVIEW
The 40th anniversary season opened 

with the sumptuous and breathtaking 

Tosca. From the opening notes until 

the curtain came down, audiences 

were overwhelmed with the 

tremendous look, feel and sound of 

Tosca. It was fitting to open with Tosca 
for our 40th season, as it was the very 

first production ever mounted by 

Opera Columbus, in 1981. In addition, 

this was Opera Columbus’ triumphant 

return to the Southern Theatre after 

almost two years away due to the 

pandemic. Audiences streamed in 

the doors, excited to be in-person to 

experience two moving performances 

of Tosca. It was a fan favorite for opera 
lovers and the opera-curious!

Tosca, December 2021
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With the support and leadership of our amazing 

board, the Opera Columbus sta! created so many 

unique moments during our 40th anniversary 

season.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
THE 40TH SEASON

he purpose 
was to 
celebrate and 
commemorate 

our history—but to also 
pave a way forward by 
engaging and welcoming 
new opera friends and 
fans. Our programming 
was a blend of traditional 
moments from Tosca 
and La traviata to newer 
works that also celebrated 
the beautiful diversity of 
our community in Vanqui, 
The Puppy Episode, and 
the incredibly beautiful 
Fellow Travelers.

Our event programming 
was on point as well, 
when you consider 

we hosted events 
everywhere from online 
to in-theatre, in parks 
and at COTA bus stops. 
We created educational 
moments with the author 
and composer of Fellow 
Travelers and the original 
creators of Vanqui.

Productions and events 
were not the only 
things we created in 
2021-22: we started a 
transformation of the 
industry through the 
introduction of the Crane 
Directing Fellowship. This 
is one of the single most 
important things we have 
done to date, creating a 
robust training program 

Vanqui, May 2022

La traviata, June 2022Cooper-Bing Competition, May 2022

Julia, Kelsi + Rachel at COSI, May 2022Gretta Goodbottom, Drinks+Drag, June 2022
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T specifically designed to 
ensure opera leadership 
reflects the diversity of 
our world. The Crane 
Directing Fellowship is 
designed to train and 
provide experience to 
BIPOC artists who want 
to direct opera. This was 
the first program of its 
kind that trains a director 
to not only assist but to 
take the helm for entire 
productions, ensuring 
that in the future a variety 
of viewpoints will be 
represented in opera’s 
artistic leadership.

2021–22 SEASON

40
Days of
Opera

One of the biggest undertakings in the company’s 
history was the planning and execution of 40 Days of 
Opera — an extravaganza of opera that broke out of 
the theatre and into the community. This opera-ganza 
allowed us to introduce opera across our community 
to ensure everyone from the youngest children to our 
most experienced citizens understood there is a place 
for them in opera. We partnered with more than 45 
organizations and reached almost 30,000 people from 
May 4 – June 12.

40 Days of Opera was made possible by a 
grant from National Endowment for the Arts

PNC Arts Alive was a Presenting Partner of 
the 40 Days of Opera celebration
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2021–22 COLLABORATIONS

10 TV
Bishop Watterson  

High School Capital UniversityCAPA

District West

Circleville High School
Columbus City School 

District

Columbus Urban 
League COTACOSI

Impresarios of Opera 
Columbus

Ohio History 
Connection Ohio Living

Residence Inn by Marriott 
Columbus Downtown

The Ohio State 
University, Voice Center

Ohio Theatre

MODERN LENS 
MEDIA

VISION BUILDER 
INTERNATIONAL

SOUL SIGNS

ProMusica Chamber 
Orchestra

Vision Builder 
International

Soul Signs

University of Kentucky

Opera America

Residence Inn  
by Marriott

Vaud-Villities 
Productions, Inc.

Columbus Clippers

Kaleidoscope  
Youth Center Modern Lens Media

City Year

Lincoln Theatre

COLUMBUS DOWNTOWN

Greater Columbus Arts Council 
(Columbus Arts Festival)

Columbus Downtown 
Development Corporation

Columbus 
Metropolitan Library

Fashion Week 
Columbus

German Village 
Society

Columbus Commons 
Food Truck Festival

Ohio Arts Council

CATCO
Central Community 

House
Center for Healthy 

Families

Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music Ohio Health

PNC Arts Alive

Teays Valley  
High School

Out of the Box Opera

The Greater Dayton 
LGBT Center

Pelotonia

WOSU

The Ohio State University, 
Wexner Medical Center

Westfall High School

Pickaway Works

Southern Theatre

Zora’s House

National Endowment 
for the Arts

Columbus Museum 
of Art

Channel 6, Fox News

Experience Columbus
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
June 30, 2022 2022

Cash, Cash Equivalents & Investments $268,743
Other Current Assets $304,374
Total Current Assets $573,117

Total Non-current Assets $696,195

TOTAL ASSETS $1,269,312

Total Liabilities $71,114

Without Donor Restrictions $410,568
With Donor Restrictions $787,630
Net Assets $1,198,198

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $1,269,312

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES & CHANGE IN NET ASSETS
For the Year ended June 30, 2022 2022

Revenue
Contributed Revenue $1,205,388
Earned Revenue $198,187
TOTAL REVENUE $1,403,575

Expenses
Productions $954,700
Education and Community Programs $108,254
Management and General $266,224
Fundraising & Special Events $141,374
Loss on Long-term Investments $85,382
TOTAL EXPENSES $1,555,934

Change in Net Assets ($152,359)

Less Donor Restricted Income and Expenses ($29,597)

Change in Operating Net Assets ($181,956)
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
For the year ended June 30, 2022, the activities from operations resulted in a loss of 
$181,956. This excludes activities related to restricted contributions and gain/losses 
on restricted investments. The unrestricted net assets decreased from $592,524 to 
$410,658.

Long-term investments experienced a loss of $85,382 in FY22 (Operations: $6,633; 
Donor Restricted $78,749). This represents an overall loss of 12% in the Beneficial 
Interest in assets held by other. The loss was consistent with market activity in 2022.

61%
ARTISTIC PROGRAMS

9%
17%

FUNDRAISING

ADMINISTRATIVE

7%
6%

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

LOSS ON 
INVESTMENTS

78%

8%

9%

5%

CONTRIBUTED SUPPORT

ADMISSIONS

INVESTMENT & OTHER

DONOR  
RESTRICTED 

INCOME

OPERATING REVENUE
$1 ,403,575

OPERATING EXPENSES
$1 ,555,934

Cooper-Bing Competition Winner, Alex DeSocio, May 2022

FINANCE
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With gratitude, Opera Columbus acknowledges all of our institutional supporters.  
This publication lists names for donors who made gifts, pledges, and in-kind donations  

in the 2022 fiscal year (July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022).

$10,000–$49,999
Anonymous Fund of The 
Columbus Foundation
American Electric Power 
Foundation 
Cardinal Health
Crane Group
Lbrands Foundation
National Endowment for the 
Arts
Ohio Arts Council
OSU Wexner Medical Center 
Voice Center
PNC

$100,000+

$50,000–$99,999

$5,000–$9,999
Fifth Third Bank
Ohio Health
Porter Wright Morris and  
Arthur LLP
PricewaterhouseCoopers

$1,500–$4,999
Diamond Cellar
Ernst and Young
Impresarios of Opera Columbus
OPERA America
PNC Financial Services Group
Reinberger Conductor’s 
Chair Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

$500–$1,499
Amazon Smile Foundation
Battelle Memorial Institute
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
Kroger
Network For Good

With gratitude, Opera Columbus acknowledges all of our individual donors.  
This publication lists names for donors who made gifts, pledges, and in-kind donations  

in the 2022 fiscal year (July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022).

$50,000–$99,999
Sharron M. and Charles C. 
Capen Family Trust

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous (1)
Anne Melvin*
Sheldon and Rebecca Taft

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous (1)
Arthur and Hetty Bing
Ruth and Dick McNeal 
Endowment for Opera 
Columbus
William E. Miller
Bob Philips and Kara Trott

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (1)
Bryn and Femi Adeyanju
Vanessa and George Arnold
Ryan Eberhart
Willie and Katie Grové
Shawn and Jenna Homan
Brandon Kim, MD
Kevin and Tracy McGovern
Patty Morrison and Gary 
Tiesenga
Dr. Karen Peeler and Rev. 
Deniray Mueller
Jim Reardon
Nancy and Tadd Seitz
Dr. Lee Shackelford

Allison Steiner and Ryan 
Harding
Charles and Betsy Warner

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous (1)
George Barrett
Maria Luz and Tim Faber
Janelle and Don Grubbs
Mark Herder, Attorney at Law
Dr. Stephen Hersey and Kent 
Kroger
Scott and Jessica Kapusta
Todd Majidzadeh and Karen 
Hough Majidzadeh
Doug and Cookie McIntyre
Deborah Neimeth
Robert and Ann Shelly
Dr. Brian J. Taylor
Pankaj Tiwari
Miriam and Don Utter
Doug and Jennifer Yunker

$500–$1,499
Anonymous (4)
Lois H. Allen
Ronald Bell
Jim and Susan Berry
Alfred H. Bivins
Paul and Lynn Blower
Jessica Burton
Fran C. Cercek
Esther Connors
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome J. 
Cunningham

Jerome and Bette Dare
Don Dell and Violet Meek
Elfi Di Bella
Gary and Bruni Duncan
C. John Easton
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Emery
William Thomas and Christine 
Mackey Farquhar
William R Fenner
Larry and Marion Fisher
Andrea Ford
Reinhard and Mary Gahbauer
Jennifer Harding
Je! Harris
Carolyn Hartwell and Malcolm 
Steiner
Barbara and Ron Hupman
Dan and Michael Jackson
Donna and Larry James
Dan Jensen
Bre Johnson, Owner, 
MobileLifeCycle, LLC
Douglas and Darlene Jones
Mary and Thomas Katzenmeyer
Jean Atwood M.D. and Michael 
Kirkman
Adam Lanter and Shyam 
Rajadhyaksha
Anne LaPidus
Mary Lazarus
Laura Matrka and Travis Ulmer
William A. “Tony” McDonald, 
M.D.
Priscilla Meeks
Jane and Bill Miller

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
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Gerald and Ann Newsom
Julia Noulin-Mérat and Patrick 
McGovern
John and Christine Olsen
Brad Ostro!
Ruth Paulson
Ron and Ann Pizzuti
Susan Porter
Tricia Rigel
Lois Rosow
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Ruiz
Dr. Philip and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Samuels
Elizabeth Sawyers
David R. Schooler
David H. Sheidler
Doug and Patricia Slusher
Judith Stich
Nancy Strause
David H. Timmons
Benjamin Tracy
Herb and Judy Weisberg
Lisa M. Westwater
Chad and Melinda Whittington
Valarie Williams and Sergio 
Soave
Tim Woolery
Becky Wright
Charlotte Yates
Mary Yerina and Bob Redfield

$200–$499
Anonymous (6)
Stephen W. Arnold
Mary and Andy Auch
William Bartolini
Megan and Alaina Binkley
Chris Bouzounis
Je! and Lucy Caswell

Carolyn Thomas Christy
Peter Coccia and Nena Couch
Janet Cox
Laura Dehlendorf
Bernie and Linda Erven
Christopher Gassett
Thomas Gerke
Linda and Richard Gunther
Jane Hathaway
Mel Heckman
Steven Hillyer
Carol and Gary House
Ric and Dorothy Johnson
Judy and Howard Kander
Wolfgang and Ursula Kunze
Barry Liss
Jill Lukshin-Ho!
Michael and Maddie McGovern
David and Betty Meil
Jutta Neckermann
Andy North
Dorothy Noyes and Michael 
Krippendorf
Angela O’Neal
Carol and Scott Prigan
Jessica Reznik
Jill and Tim Schlotterer
Junko Shigemitsu
William Slutz and Linda 
Roomann
Dr. Brenda Stearns and Dr. 
Linda Meadows
John and Sally Stefano
Judi and Jim Stillwell
David and Louise Swanson
Mr & Mrs. Brant Tedrow
Tara and Iuja Vadjon
Jewish Columbus Foundation 
Joan Wallick Cultural Arts 
Endowment Fund

Julie and Bruce Weinberg
Carole Wilhelm
Michael Ya!e and Karin Ya!e 
Stump
Helen H Yee

UP TO $199
Anonymous (9)
Cynthia Abdon
Dale Abrams and Elliot Fishman
Mr. and Mrs. Stanford M. Ackley
Kevin Albert
Larry and Ruth Anderson
Steven C. Anderson
Dr. Amy M. Arnett
Nana Babic
Alison Barret
Aline Becker
Barbara Becker
Les and Karen Benedict
Erin Blue
Greg and Kim Bryan
Len and Sharon Bussard
Lucy and David Buzzee
Bob and Susan Campbell
Mary Louise Casanta
Melissa Cavanaugh
Donna Cavell
Janet Chen
Marilyn Clark
Dr. Lamont Gerald Clay
Michael Clowes
Bradford Colegate and Andrew 
Mitchell
Sheila Craig
Stewart Davis
Emalee Dickson
Sarah Digirolamo
Gregg Dodd

ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS (CONTINUED )

Rae Ellen Douglas
Juanita D. Elliott
Toba Jeanne Feldman
Carter and Lucia Findley
Mark Finley
Theresa Franckowiak
Ken Fultz and Je! Forney
Jennifer Garvin
Jamie Gingins
Sue P. Glander
Raimund and Sharon Goerler
Kimberlee Goodman
Larry and Ellen Gri"n
Newt Harvey
Robert Heisler
Denise Hemmert
Scott Henderson
Meghan Hensley
Linda Hopkins
Skye Johnson
Ezra Katz
Patrick Kielty
Kristen King
James (J.R.) Klein
Bob Koblentz
Zachary S. Koehler
Josephine Kouns-Lewis
Stanley and Gretchen 
Kronenberger
Patricia Larson
Peter Leicht and Derrick Strobl
Syd Lifshin
Dick and Catherine Loveland
Leigh Anne Malone
John McGovern
George Middlebrook
Patti Mills
Thomas and Jessica Morris

Cody Morrison
Elizabeth Moyo
Najiyyah Muqtasid-Denham
David Nassau
Stacy Neel
Julie and Ralph Nusken
Bill and Barbara Oberdick
Carolyn Odom
Jacqueline Pasternack
Stephen R. Patterson
Jackson H. Pearson
Scott Rader
Jan Ramer
Alice Rathburn
Sharon Richter
Anne R. Robinson
Kristina Robinson
Susan L. Ropp and Douglas P. 
Johnson
Merry Ann L Sauls
Je!rey and JoAnn Seaman
Robert Signom
Richard W. and Betty J. Smith
Angela Snyder
Krista Stau!er
Erica Stewart
Mrs. Jan Stone
Ellen Stukenberg
Justin Tynne Swain
Patryk Swiderek
Sarah Taft
Ruth Templeton
Robert A. Tibbetts
Tyler Tucker
Dr Manel and Dr Olli Tuovinen
Nancy Verber
Kristine Vordem Esche
Sharon Walters

Kathy and Ira Weiss
Jayne Wenner and Peter 
Costanza
Ruth Whitehouse
Bev Trout and Doug Wittig
Je!rey Wycko!

IN KIND

IN HONOR OF
Femi Adeyanju

Carol and Gary House
Allison Steiner

Patryk Swiderek

IN MEMORY OF
Jameson Crane

Willie and Katie Grové
Fran Lucko!

Sue P. Glander
Ralph W. Standly III

Carol and Gary House

*Estate gift

If an error has occurred in 
compiling this information,  
please accept our apologies and 
contact the development o!ce at  
614-719-6614 to provide corrected 
information. Thank you.
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Fellow Travelers, February 2022

Bill Miller 
Past President 

KPMG LLP

Charles C. Warner 
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP

Jessica Burton 
Board Governance +  

Nominating Committee Chair 
Orange Barrel Media

Julia Noulin-Mérat 
General Director + CEO 

Opera Columbus

Allison Steiner 
Vice President + Finance Chair 

Accenture

Brandon Kim, MD 
Development Chair 

Ohio State University Medical Center

Scott Kapusta, JD, MBA 
Secretary 

Fifth Third Bank

Femi Adeyanju 
President 

Ernst & Young
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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TRUSTEES

George Arnold
Community Advocate

Arthur G.H. Bing, MD, FACS
Bing MD

Marilu Faber 
Community Advocate

Donell R. Grubbs
JobsOhio

Shawn Homan
Legal & General America

Scott Kapusta, JD, MBA
Fifth Third Bank

Megan McAlister
Bank of America

Doug McIntyre
Cult Marketing

Bob Philips
Community Advocate

Tricia Rigel
Cargill

Benjamin Tracy
Supreme Court of Ohio

Valarie Williams
The Ohio State University

LIFE TRUSTEES

Johanna DeStefano, PHD
The Ohio State University, retired

William T. Grové 
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Stanley D. Ross
Attorney at Law

Sheldon A. Taft
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease, 
retired

Charles C. Warner
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur

EXECUTIVE

Julia Noulin-Mérat
General Director + CEO

DEVELOPMENT

Jessica Morris
Director of Development

Susan Ropp
Director of Grants

Angela Boyd
Development Data Coordinator

Julie Weeks
Special Events Manager

MARKETING

Kelsi Moore
Marketing Manager

Jeanette Burchfield
Social Media Associate

FINANCE

Jill Lukshin-Ho.
Accounting Consultant

Cindy Ries
Accounting Consultant

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CURRENT STAFF

IMPACT

Rachel Will
Creative Programs Director + 
Cooper-Bing Associate Producer

Sarah Dahnke
Crane Directing Fellow

Krista Lively Stau.er
Production + Company 
Management Assistant

Gretta Goodbottom
Party Series Curator
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Get your tickets at OPERACOLUMBUS.ORG

Our 2022–2023 
Season


