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The Old Man and the Sea Premieres October 10 & 12 at Mershon Auditorium
Opera Columbus, Wexner Center for the Arts, and Beth Morrison Projects bring Hemingway’s novel to the opera stage for the first time in Ohio
Columbus, OH — Opera Columbus and the Wexner Center for the Arts, alongside Ohio State’s Office of Academic Affairs, will collaborate to present Beth Morrison Projects’ The Old Man and the Sea at the Mershon Auditorium on Oct. 10 and 12, 2025. Composed by Paola Prestini with a libretto by Royce Vavrek, the opera reimagines the beloved classic novel by Ernest Hemingway, complete with water on stage. 
“We are thrilled to partner with Beth Morrison Projects and the Wexner Center for the Arts to bring this game-changer experience to Columbus,” said Julia Noulin-Mérat, General Director + CEO of Opera Columbus. “This opera is bold, completely new to Ohio, and full of the kind of experiences that push the boundaries of what multi-disciplinary opera can be.”
“At the Wexner Center, we are committed to presenting work that challenges expectations and sparks new ways of thinking about performance. The Old Man and the Sea exemplifies that spirit. It’s visceral, ambitious, and unlike anything audiences in Ohio have seen before,” shared Nathalie Bonjour, head of performing arts at the Wexner Center for the Arts. “We’re especially proud to highlight the artistry of Sidra Bell, who began her journey here as a Wex intern and Ohio State graduate student, and now returns as part of this groundbreaking production. Collaborations like this reflect what the Wex is all about: creating connections between artists, ideas, and our community.”
Old Man and the Sea will be sung in English with Armando Contreras as Hemingway and Santiago, Rodolfo Girón as Manolin, Yvette Keong as La Virgen del Cobre, and Measha Brueggergosman-Lee as La Mar. The production features acclaimed musicians Jeffrey Zeigler (cellist, formerly of Kronos Quartet) and Ian Rosenbaum (percussionist, Sandbox Percussion), along with a 15-person chorus featuring students and alumni from Ohio State’s School of Music.
The Old Man and the Sea features visually striking staging by Karmina Šilec, incorporating live water elements, including six pools of water on stage, as well as a treadmill, snow, and a rowing machine. Šilec’s innovative direction paired with Prestini and Vavrek's work expands Hemingway's classic into a contemporary meditation on aging, legacy, and humankind’s relationship to the ocean.
The Old Man and the Sea will be presented at Mershon Auditorium (1871 N. High St.) on Oct. 10 at 7:30 p.m. and Oct. 12 at 2:00 p.m. Performances will be sung in English, and there will be a live audio description for the show on Oct. 12. Ticket prices range from $22 to $115. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit www.operacolumbus.org/oldman/. 
Cast + Creatives 
Hemingway/Santiago: Armando Contreras; Manolin: Rodolfo Girón; La Virgen del Cobre: Yvette Keong; La Mar: Measha Brueggergosman-Lee.
Paola Prestini, composer; Royce Vavrek, librettist; Brandon Karmina Šilec, director, creator and costume designer; Mila Henry, music director; Dorian Šilec Petek, set designer, and video designer; Sidra Bell, tour director; Garth MacAleavey, sound designer; Bryan Ealey, associate lighting designer.
-MORE-
ABOUT OPERA COLUMBUS
Under the vision of General Director + CEO, Julia Noulin-Mérat, Opera Columbus is redefining and reimagining the concept of regional opera with world-class productions that celebrate extraordinary talent and artistic partnerships, engaging a new, diverse audience for this most magnificent of art forms. From groundbreaking collaborations to innovative and breathtaking productions, Opera Columbus is passionate about creating artistic moments for each and every patron. Opera Columbus’s slogan, “Make It Yours,” demonstrates the company’s commitment to inclusivity and invites everyone in the community to join with us.   
For more information, visit www.OperaColumbus.org   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OperaColumbus  
Instagram: @Opera.Columbus   
TikTok: @OperaColumbus
Join the conversation by using #OperaCBUS #MakeItYours  
Opera Columbus’s 2025-26 season is made possible thanks to funding from The Columbus Foundation, Greater Columbus Arts Council, Nationwide, and the Ohio Arts Council, with additional support from Crane Group, Cult Marketing, and The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center-Voice Center.
ABOUT WEXNER CENTER FOR THE ARTS
The Wexner Center for the Arts at The Ohio State University is devoted to commissioning new works of art, artist residencies, and the presentation of exhibitions, performing arts, film/video and learning programs. Housed in the first major public commission by architect Peter Eisenman, the Wex’s iconic building reflects the center’s ambitions to reimagine what a contemporary cultural space could be. The Wex serves regional, national, and international artists and communities and is supported by public funders, donors, sponsors, and members.

ABOUT BETH MORRISON PROJECTS
Beth Morrison Projects (BMP) is the foremost creator and producer of new opera and music theatre, with a fierce commitment to telling the stories of our time, cultivating a new generation of talent, and collaborating with them to lead the field into a more inclusive, innovative, and relevant future.
Founded in 2006 by “contemporary opera mastermind” (LA Times) Beth Morrison, who was honored as one of Musical America’s Artists of the Year/Agents of Change in 2020, BMP now operates across the US and internationally, with offices in Brooklyn and Los Angeles, and is “a driving force behind America’s thriving opera scene” (Financial Times), with Opera News declaring that the company, “more than any other… has helped propel the art form into the twenty-first century.” 
BMP has commissioned, developed, produced, and toured over 65 works in 15 countries around the world, including the Pulitzer Prize-winning chamber operas Angel’s Bone (Du Yun/Royce Vavrek) and p r i s m (Ellen Reid/Roxie Perkins) and GRAMMYTM-nominated Black Lodge (David T. Little/Anne Waldman), with performances at prestigious venues and festivals such as Brooklyn Academy of Music, Edinburgh International Festival,  Walt Disney Hall, The Barbican, Lincoln Center, The Walker Art Center, The Beijing Music Festival, New Visions Arts Festival, The Holland Festival, O Festival Rotterdam, and more. Recent and upcoming projects include works by composers Juhi Bansal, Justin Hicks, Michael Gordon, Molly Joyce, Jodie Landau, Niloufar Nourbakhsh, Paola Prestini, Daniel Bernard Roumain, Huang Ruo, Kamala Sankaram, Sarah Kirkland Snider, and Tanyaradzwa Tawengwa, working with multi-disciplinary collaborators including Rachel Dickstein, Jerron Herman, Zoe Aja Moore, Jennifer Harrison Newman, Elkhanah Pulitzer, Jay Scheib, Karmina Šilec, Timur, Basil Twist, and Michael VQ.
 
BMP is committed to fostering the next generation of creatives through its inclusive and industry-shaping programs Producer Academy and NEXTGEN. BMP: Producer Academy is an 8-week course funded by The Mellon Foundation that supports early-career producers by providing mentorship, networking, and personal growth opportunities. It has served over 1100 students from 19 countries, welcoming applicants from diverse backgrounds and abilities to receive high-quality training without financial barriers. BMP: NEXTGEN is a program which invites emerging composers, singers, and artists to submit vocal works to a panel of music industry professionals, for a chance to have their work commissioned for a world premiere production in New York and Los Angeles.
 
In 2013, BMP co-founded the PROTOTYPE Festival with HERE Arts Center, which has been called “utterly essential” (The New York Times), “indispensable” (The New Yorker), and “one of the world’s top festivals of contemporary opera and theater” (Associated Press). With the 2026 Festival, BMP will assume the role of sole curator and producer for the first time. Through PROTOTYPE and its broader work and programs, BMP is creating a vibrant, sustainable, and deeply relevant future for opera and music-theatre

ABOUT PAOLA PRESTINI
Paola Prestini (composer) has cultivated a uniquely expansive and humanistic musical voice through pieces that transcend genre and works that give a voice to those whom society has silenced. Prestini has been named one of “the top 35 female composers in classical music” by the Washington Post and named one of “100 Composers Under 40” by National Public Radio. As cofounder of National Sawdust, she has collaborated with luminaries such as Robin Coste Lewis, Nick Cave, David Byrne, Philip Glass, and Renée Fleming, and her works have been performed at the world’s leading institutions.
ABOUT ROYCE VAVREK
Royce Vavrek (librettist) is a Canada-born, Brooklyn-based librettist and lyricist, described as “the indie Hofmannsthal” (The New Yorker), “a Metastasio of the downtown opera scene” (The Washington Post), “an exemplary creator of operatic prose” (New York Times), and “one of the most celebrated and sought-after librettists in the world” (CBC Radio). His opera Angel’s Bone, composed by Du Yun, received the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for Music. With Paola Prestini, Vavrek created the opera Silent Light—based on Carlos Reygadas’s acclaimed film—as well as the concert works The Hubble Cantata and Yoani. He is widely known for collaborations with leading composers of the 21st century, including Missy Mazzoli (Breaking the Waves, Lincoln in the Bardo), Mikael Karlsson (Melancholia, Fanny and Alexander), David T. Little (Dog Days, JFK), Ricky Ian Gordon (27, The House Without a Christmas Tree), Daníel Bjarnason (Hands on Me), and Ian Cusson (Indians on Vacation). Vavrek serves as artistic director of Toronto’s experimental opera company Against the Grain.
He holds a BFA in filmmaking and creative writing from Concordia University (Montreal) and an MFA from New York University’s Graduate Musical Theater Writing Program. He is also an alumnus of American Lyric Theater’s Composer Librettist Development Program
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